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A Arecurrentfeature of
Brusselssits
receptivenesso external
Influences and
opportunisticshort-term
adaptation.

A Brusselsisan open
Metropolis started with
Wenceslausf
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the throne of Brabant in
1356. As foreign ruler he
had to accept a charter
limiting hispower, called
a 5dijdeinkomsg 6 K |
entry). He settled his court
on the CoudenberdHill.
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A Onecentury later in 1440 Brabantbecamepart of Burgundy Philip the
good moved his court from Dijon to BrusselsThe AULAMAGNA,a 40
meter high Assemblyhall symbolisedhis powerandhis capital
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A Another century later the
Habsburg Charles V,
Emperor of the German £ %o A
Holy Roman Empire i :
chose Brussels as capital e
and installed his
munificent imperial court
on the same
Coudenberdill.

Hisson, Felipe Il, chose
Madrid as Capital.

In 1579, theNorthern
part of theLowCountries
declaredits
independancevnhile the
Southernpart and
Brusselsemained
faithful to Madrid.
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A In counterpoint to theCourtwhich occupiedhe Hill, the lowlying land close to the
river was occupied by the merchants and common people. Tl Haland its
grand square symbolised the powertbé merchants and their corporations
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A The cathedral is located exactly in between the common people andrib®cracy.
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The attempt by Louis XIV to conquer the Low Countries and to demolish the highly symbolic Brussels
Town Hall failean both accounts. Another foreigner became the ruler of Brussels: Eugene Maximilian
Duke of Bavaria, to whom he Belgians owe the reconstruction of the town square as it istans696).
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A Soonafterwards,
Brussels and the
Southern part of the
Low Countries became
(remote)part of the
AustrianEmpire.

A Themagnificent
Imperial court of
Coudenbergncluding
the late gothic chapel of
Charles V had to give
way to a more modest
classic square copied
from of thegrand Nancy
Stanislassquare.



