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A City torn between the Flemish
putch-speaking Community and
the French-speaking Community
Reflections

/
The increasing influence gf

the political parties
/

The increasing influence and poWwer of leaders and
senior members af the main political parties in
Belgium since the sixties, has made it possible for
them o exercise all three poWwers which should.
according fo Hontesquieu, remain separale.

/

The executive powWer

[{ comprises the members of the seven current
esecutives [only one in 13601 whose firsl task is
to designate the party leaders. These leaders are
the molher-in-laws” of the executives until the
tine comes wWhen they choose to nominate themselves
as the head of one of them. It is therefore in the
interest of every potential minister to "invest”

In his pariy and chairman rather than in managing
public affairs. It is also the senior party members
Who designate the most important positions in
ministerial cabinets. Consequently, these officials
are often tempted to report to the senior party
?ENDEFE rather than {o their minister.

The legislative power

The composition of the legislative power, i.e. thal
Currently in office in Belgium, is determined by
the same fop party members. Again, they are also
responsible for their own proliferation as a resull
0t the successive State reforms. Who would dare

?uﬂuest that there are too many of them?

/
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The judicia]l powWer
The third power is qgf Course also subject to the
influence of |he parties, not so much from the

pq[ni of view of initial appointments but rather
With regard to advancement and empoWerment .

/

The rise of the parties is certainly a common
feature of many democracies and especially those
thal adopt the proportional system. which favours
coalitions of parties. However. the Belgian
situation is very special as a result of the
cenirifugal bipolarity and its capital which is
trapped between two poles.

!

Centrifugal communities and
parties: an adverse effect on
the central State

/

In Belgium, each community has its oWwn polilical
parties, which is the opposite to the situvation in
pther federal couniries such as Canada, Germany or
SWitzerland, and each party ansHers only to the
electorate of its own community. In fact, they no
longer have a national objective and they continue
along their path of power conguest With only their
respective Communities in mind. Their leaders
aspire to giving them the status of State, to the
detriment of the Belgian State.

The conirol of the tederal State is the resull of
a "dialogue between the communities’, in other
words between groups of parties, that ultimately
decide which aspects shall remain federal.

For the Flemish parties. this guest for 'tha_
common well-being of Flanders' 1s reflected 1n

the Resolutions of the Flemish Parliamen!t of 1333
that demand the status of federal States for

the federal entities. i.e. the replacemen! of
federalism by @ confederalism With tyn Eta!es,
These resolutions continue to underpin their

demands regarding autonomy.
/



The weakening of the Belgian
State in the international

context
f

Defending Belgian inierests has become Very
difficult Within the conteat of today s Belglan
State. For esample., the regionalisation of the
waterways and ports have made i1t impossible for
Belgium to negoiiate an acceptable proposal

hith the Netherlands. i.e. the deepening of the
western section of the river Scheldt wWhich is
indispensable for the port of Antwerp. 1n exchange
for the supply of 'Belgian Haler. which the Dulch
need so hadly. On its own. Antwerp. which 1s only
supporied by the Flemish government, has nothing
to affer 1n exchange for the vital co-operation of

the Dutch.

/
New perspectives for political
parties

/

The elections of Z003 (federal Parliament) and
2004 [nghgr Parliamenis] opened new perspectives
for political parties and changed the political
landscape drastically. Rs a result COEV Cformerly
EUF]j the Flemish Christian Democrat party
FERains essentially ‘client-griented [5taﬁ' '

| ilityld.
HEH?UE; ahrnugh 1ts alliance With the saparaiiﬁ%
Pariy N-UR has now taken a mp
R re confederal stance
]lpEFFEnf chaqgea have also affecteq the French-
ﬁpeaﬁjng Parti Socialiste. Flijg 01 Rupo who in 3
51gn1f!canl gesture chose ig become leader gf th
?:;ta ;Tataag of president of the gavernment of E

alloon Region has stresseg the limi
. . E lim '

ol Walloon regionalism ang the necessit&i?;lzgza

closer to Flander '
; 5 and not to ignore Brussels

4
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Brussels-Capital : a "BQion |
its own right?

/

The division of the country directiy affects e
central bilingual region called Eruaae]aqgé.[?
which in principle 15 @ regian in jts nmfr}AT
but WhoSE resources are endangered by {he eéinu
of the tWo communities. e
For example, its share of the natignaj DErsgna]
income tax revenue 1s calculated Ehthﬁiuﬁg.“
proportion to the number of thahilantsanﬁfhg
level of income because the tax is levied at the
place of residence. The capital's share continyes
to fall. )
On the other hand. tax on real estate constityfes
nearly halft of regional income. The Flemish
government has i1n fact implemented favourahle
real-estate taxation and this has an adverse
effect on fiscal revenue from real-estate in
Brussels.

Inheritance tax is also more favourable in
Flanders and this may also result in the draining
of funds to the Flemish region.

/

Ferspectives on civil society
/

In fact, only a regional development programie If
favour of a population with medium or high IncomE
W1ll make it possible to increase.

Such a residential development objective Hill
require an effective urban development and crif
prevention programme as well as more accossodd!'”
facilities. including social huuaing.TniEIIN:ﬁ
the recycling of "urban HESTElEndﬁ'.EﬂHEEIUﬁ;
near the city centre, which are EM:IUI:IEEI”'“'t
residential market. Cities all aruundlhﬂ*mrmws
are rediscovering the patential of their K€"
and river basins. These kinds of projects &%

EX1St in Brussels.
Fi
/
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However. Ihey are not on lhe political agenda
the territory ol the 13 communes of Bryssels
(160 km’) accommodales less than one million
inhabitants Hhu}E the Z0 adminisirative distiricls
of Paris [B7 km'] have tWice as many. i.e. hall
the area for tWiCE as many people. These figures
speak for lhemselves! The urban wasielands

the mono-functional oflice disirictls, the
warehouses and large shopping centres Wilh their
car parks which generale litlle added value.
hasper {o a great exlent any efforts with regard
o residential development,

!
Assets still to be exploited

/

Despite 1ts political i1solalion, Brussels-Capilal
1s in an ideal posilion lo play an aclive role as
a lruly multicullural European region: the link
between the Belgian communities and the European
regions alike. The cily should assume this new
status rather than fall into the custodian
supervision of the federal Stales,

Each of these options will require the regional
governmenis lo finally make a choice. Hill

the opinions of the various political party
leaderships prevail: they all have their oun
radically differen! visions on the future of
Brussels. Nolhing could be less certain. The
Brussels section ol the French-speaking Parti
Jocialisle has developed conflicting opinions.
One option reflects the regionalist vision:
Common defence of the Region by all of Brussels
Polifical parties, French-speaking as well as
Flemish; the other oplion reflects the more

radical communily-driven vision, in other Words an

BVer-growing osmosis between Halloon and Brussels
Socialists within the French-speaking Community
With the intention of positioning themselves

'n the context of fulure supervision by the
Communities and Regions over Brussels.

/
/
/
/

Conclusion: frop Clvil society
to political activity in

favour of a European city
/

Perhaps the time has come for civil sociely

in Brussels to opt for the project of the open
turopean city. Brussels already has a greal

track record

= 1ls international community which is generally
Quite attached lo Brussels.

- 11s cultural and artistic protagonists: bi-
comaunity public institutions. privale foundalions
and multilingual associalions,

- privale seclor players and economic associations
from bolh communities.

- the delenders of its herilage and urban
environment, and last but not least

- 1ls inhabitants. irrespective of Whelther they
are born in Brussels or elsexhere.

Considering the ongoing enlargement of {he
European Union, the multicultural potential of the
city can only grow.

The eligibilily and voting right ol foreigners
opens important new perspectives and provides
opportunities for the representatives of the
amulticul tural civil sociely on the lists that will
be presented by the polilical parties for the nexl
comsunal eleclions in 2005. This requires sirong and
arganised aclion which still has to be put in place.

/

/
Pierre Laconte o
Foundation for Urban Environment, Abdijdreef 19.

B-3070 Kortenberg. pi:rre,Iannnieﬂeurnnai.he
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{or CHMANGE. Edilions Prisse. Bryssels. is an ediled
ariicle “Parlis cossunaulaires gl perspeclives

&ileaian” (Cossunily parties and
Iloises: gquelques pistes d& re
:::::::I:uni on Brussels rellections). mhich was published in L3 Revue

Générale. Brussels, 133ue g-7-1003
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