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With more than half the global population
now living in urban areas, one of the key
issues confronting us today is how we make
our growing cities sustainable. Sustainable
Cities offers valuable new insights for
addressing this vital challenge.
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Examining the built environment at three
levels of observation – individual buildings,
urban neighbourhoods, and entire cities and
towns – the first part of the book reveals the
scale of the task that will need to be pursued
at all of these levels and on multiple fronts.
In particular resource use, especially energy,
is identified as a key consideration.
The second part of the book offer a critical
assessment of the techniques used to assess
urban development and systems as a whole,
including the measurement of greenhouse
gas emissions, ecological footprint analysis,
and the measurement of urban biodiversity,
where different approaches can yield
significantly different results. It concludes
with an alternative approach to greenhouse
gases, making the case for them to be seen
as a resource rather than as a liability.
In the final part, case studies of best practice
are presented. These include the role of canals
and waterfront developments as catalysts
for the sustainable post-industrial city;
sustainable urban transport; Amsterdam’s
ring canals as a UNESCO World Heritage Site;
the King’s Cross Central development as new
urban quarter for London (and Europe); and
Hamburg’s Wilhelmsburg island district,
where energy efficiency is part of a wider
strategy to improve liveability and overall
sustainability.
With contributions from a range of leading
international specialists, Sustainable Cities
provides a wealth of new ideas and information for all those with an interest in the
future of our cities.

