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Introduction
The “Foundation for the Urban Environment Pierre Laconte” (FFUE) aims to promote the quality of the urban environment through

conferences, debates, research, publications and other forms of communication.

The urban environment includes:

1. The proper development of urban and rural territory including their cultural heritage

2. Transport and mobility

3. The good use of resources affecting the quality of life of its inhabitants

The FFUE is a permanent institution created by a Royal Decree of August 8, 1999, published in the Belgian Official Gazette of October 1, 1999.

The initial capital of the Foundation was constituted by Pierre Laconte in a blocked bank account. Neither the president nor the directors are 

remunerated. Fees from any contracts or copyrights are added to the capital of the Foundation. Development expenses are covered by the 

founder in addition to his initial contribution. The FFUE is eligible to receive grants in line with its objectives.
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Composition of the Board of Directors (CA)

The Board is chaired by the founder Pierre Laconte.

Its members are:

Alois Michielsen, Vice President,

Bruno Clerbaux,

and Bernard Laconte.

Evelyn Gessler and C. van den Hove d'Ertsenrijck, founding members of the Foundation, died in 2021.

C. Lasserre, also a founding director, resigned for health reasons and is an honorary member.
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Scientific advisors (1)

Its initial scientific advisors are: Nobel Prize winner Prof. Ilya Prigogine (deceased in 2003), Prof. Philippe Bourdeau (ULB) and Prof. 

Andre Berger (UCL).

Since 2016, the FFUE has welcomed the following scientific advisers: Prof. E. De Keuleneer, Managing Director of the University

Foundation, Michel van der Stichele, former DG at the Ministry of the Brussels-Capital Region, Cédric du Monceau, President of the 

Municipal Council of Ottignies-Louvain-la-Neuve, Prof. Piet Lombaerde (UA), Prof. Michel Hubert (UCLouvain-Saint-Louis), Alain 

Camu (asbl Flora); Hugo Demets (Computer Software Consultancy Bvba), Jacques de Gerlache (Greenfacts) and Philippe Joye (ACP & 

Tractebel).

Its members have generously assisted the Board of the FFUE in its publications and other activities.

mailto:pierre.laconte@ffue.org
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FFUE ACTIVITY REPORT 01/2020 > 06/2022 
This report is drawn up by sector of activity

1. URBAN PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

1.1. ANNUAL URBAN FORUM

1.1.1. This annual Forum is organized in collaboration with the Center for Fine 

Arts (BOZAR), under the aegis of the association “For Urban Passion” (FUP), of 

which the president of the FFUE is a board member.

1.1.2. The proceedings of the Forum are published under the direction of Paul 

Vermeylen, President of the FUP.

Reference >
https://www.editions-harmattan.fr/livre-la_ville_sensible_paul_vermeylen-9782343191904-66125.html
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1.2. BOOK 2020 LOUVAIN-LA-NEUVE AT A CROSSROAD -

FOLLOW-UP

1.2.1. At the invitation of the University of Louvain (collection "Actors 

for the University", directed by the rector P. Crochet), P. Laconte wrote

with J. Remy, a book dedicated to the Groupe Urbanisme Architecture 

(UA), created by the UCL Board of Directors in October 1968 (R. Lemaire, 

J.P. Blondel and P. Laconte), in charge of the Master Plan and the 

architectural coordination of the new university town of Louvain-la-

Neuve. This 300-page book was released in January 2020 under the title

Louvain-la-Neuve à la croisée des chemins (Éditions Academia-

L’Harmattan).

^ Reference
https://www.editions-academia.be/index.asp?navig=catalogue&obj=livre&no=64996
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Scientific advisors (2)

At its Board meeting of 10/11/2021, the FFUE welcomed the following scientific advisers: Frédéric Dobruszkes, Prof. at ULB, 

Director of the Interuniversity Mobility Center - CEIM, and Vice-President of the Brussels Regional Mobility Commission; Alain De 

Coster, former head of development at AG Real Estate and former president of the Urban Land Institute Belgium; Jean-Marie 

Postiaux, President of the Pairi Daiza Foundation and organizer of the Nassonia forest regeneration project; Michel Bande, member

of Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Europe, former Executive Vice-President of SA Solvay; Pierre Coërs, initiator of Sustainable

Portfolio Management (SPM), at SA Solvay; Guillaume Laconte, Director of Human Resources, Keolis, Paris; Jean Laconte, Director

of Research and Development within a watchmaking group, Neuchâtel; Philippe Laconte, of Counsel, Avocats Jones Day, Brussels.

mailto:pierre.laconte@ffue.org
http://www.ffue.org


1.2.2. This book was the subject of an international symposium at the LOCI faculty on 11/2/2020

Reference: conference program
https://www.ffue.org/newsletters/PDF/LLN-COLLOQUE-LOCI-prospectus-080120.pdf
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^ Presentation by Alain Bourdin, Professor at the French Institute of Urban Planning (University of 
Paris VIII), preface to the book Louvain-la-Neuve à la croisée des chemins.

> Round table (from left to right): Pierre Laconte, co-author of the book 
LouvaiLouvain-la-Neuve à la croisée des chemins, Marthe Nyssens, Prorector

UCLouvain, Nicolas Cordier, Coordinator of urban and regional development at 
UCLouvain and Julie Chantry, Mayor of Ottignies-Louvain-la-Neuve.

< David Vanderburgh, Professor, Vice-Dean 
(LOCI), UCLouvain and Philippe Van Parijs, 
Philosopher, Professor Emeritus of UCLouvain.

https://www.ffue.org/newsletters/PDF/LLN-COLLOQUE-LOCI-prospectus-080120.pdf
mailto:pierre.laconte@ffue.org
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1.2.3. Following this symposium, a special 52-page issue of the 
journal Lieux-dits was published in November 2020.

References :

1) Pierre Laconte, « La ville universitaire de Louvain-la-Neuve : Un projet d’urbanisme pour le xxie siècle » ('The 

university town of Louvain-la-Neuve: An urban planning project for the 21st century') lieuxdits magazine #19, 

UCLouvain, November 2020, pp. 10-27 (text and in appendix the panels of the exhibition Berlin urbainable/stadthaltig –

Positions on the European City for the 21st Century, at the Akademie der Künste, Berlin, from 5/9 to 22/11/2020) – 19 

pages

2) Lieuxdits#19 magazine, UCLouvain, November 2020, devoted to the 50th anniversary of Louvain-la-Neuve. 54 pages

3) « Louvain new university town (Belgium). Towards the 21st century. », Positions on the European City for the 21st 

Century, Akademie der Künste, Berlin, 5/9-22/11/2020. 12 panels. 12 pages
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Click on the links under 'References' 
to open the documents.

< Left: the article by P. Laconte. (ref
1)

Right: the 12 panels of the Berlin 
exhibition. (ref 3) >

^ Click on the link ref 2 under 'References' to open the full issue of 
Lieuxdits.

https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/P-Laconte-article-LLN-lieux-dits-11-2020.pdf
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/LLN-201029_revue-lieuxdits19_BAT.pdf
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ADK_Stadthaltig_Ausstellung_200814-compressed-and-cover-2.pdf
mailto:pierre.laconte@ffue.org
http://www.ffue.org
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/LLN-201029_revue-lieuxdits19_BAT.pdf
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ADK_Stadthaltig_Ausstellung_200814-compressed-and-cover-2.pdf
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/P-Laconte-article-LLN-lieux-dits-11-2020.pdf


1.3. ACTIVITIES WITHIN EUROPA NOSTRA (“THE VOICE OF EUROPEAN 

CULTURAL HERITAGE”)

1.3.1. The Europa Nostra Committee "Industrial & Engineering Heritage

Committee - IEHC", founded and chaired by the President of the FFUE, took the 

initiative to write a book devoted to 50 exemplary cases of industrial heritage

conservation and adaptation, all having received an EU/Europa Nostra award. It 

was published in 2020 in English, German and French by the Donau Universität

Krems, which has kept the archives of Europa Nostra since its origin. The work

was entirely financed by Europa Nostra Austria.

In four-color and in A4 cardboard format, with nearly 300 pages, the book was

printed in 500 copies. Out of print, it was reprinted in 2022. It is freely

downloadable in electronic version. Its printed version can be purchased at 

Danube University Krems for €29.99.

< Reference: free downloadable book
https://ymlp.com/zrU3w0
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1.4. THE EUROPEAN CULTURAL HERITAGE SUMMIT (VENICE 

2021)

1.4.1. The President of the FFUE took part in the Summit of 

European Heritage organized by the association EUROPA 

NOSTRA (“The Voice of European Heritage”), at the 

headquarters of the Cini Foundation (Isola San Maggiore), as a 

member of the Council of Europa Nostra.

< Reference: Colloquium program
https://www.europanostra.org/events/european-heritage-policy-agora/
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1.4.2. This summit notably included a round table 
dedicated to the European NEUES BAUHAUS project.

^ References: program (1, 2) and photos (3) > 
1) 16/09/2021 and- "21-24/09 > European Cultural 
Heritage Summit 2021 in Venice"
2) 
https://www.europanostra.org/events/european-
heritage-policy-agora/
3) 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/europanostra/sets/721
57719943549730/
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1.5. THE HALLES SAINT-GÉRY ASSOCIATION

1.5.1. The Halles Saint-Géry Association was created in 2002 on the 

initiative of a group of citizens, with the help of the Minister-

President of the Brussels-Capital Region Charles Picqué. 

The association financed the restoration of the building and its initial 

animation. The president of the FFUE is the founding director of the 

Association des Halles Saint-Géry.

1.5.2. The annual report of the Halles Saint-Géry Association is

available via the link below. Its success has led to the revival of the 

entire surrounding district.

< Reference: Halles Saint-Géry activity report
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Halles-Saint-Gery_RAPPORT_ACTIVITE_2021.pdf
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2. MOBILITY

2.1. FFUE BOOKS ON MOBILITY 
IN BRUSSELS AND THEIR FOLLOW-UP

2.1.1. The latest book initiated by the FFUE Rail, key to urban mobility

in Brussels (2016), was edited by P. Laconte & C. van den Hove, with a 

preface by E. De Keuleneer.

< Reference
https://www.ffue.org/2014/11/le-rail-cle-de-la-mobilite-a-bruxelles/

FFUE, Abdijdreef 19, 3070 Kortenberg (Belgium) - pierre.laconte@ffue.org – http://www.ffue.org

https://www.ffue.org/2014/11/le-rail-cle-de-la-mobilite-a-bruxelles/
mailto:pierre.laconte@ffue.org
http://www.ffue.org
https://www.ffue.org/2014/11/le-rail-cle-de-la-mobilite-a-bruxelles/


2.1.2. The work was followed in 2020 by:

- an update, by the same authors, of the part concerning the 'Métro 
Nord' project and by

- several articles in French and Dutch (La Libre, Le Vif, Ruimte, and 
Ruimte en Maatschappij). The latest “carte blanche” was published in La 
Libre.

The 'Métro Nord' project is the subject of controversy about its
usefulness (low foreseeable demand for passenger traffic for a deep
tunnel of 5 km, at an estimated cost of 3 billion euros).

An action was brought by four associations (including the FFUE) before
the Council of State against the Region. The latter had decided to build
the first station of the Métro Nord project on the eve of the last 
elections. The result of this action has not yet been communicated to 
the applicants.

^ References of some articles
https://www.lalibre.be/belgique/mobilite/2022/04/20/lextension-du-metro-nord-sur-la-
sellette-a-bruxelles-WOFVCRWB7FFRVMN26PZSUUMTUQ/
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/DeMorgen-Metro3-16052019.pdf
https://bx1.be/emission/les-experts-els-rochette-et-petya-obolensky-ptb/?theme=classic
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2.2. INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR MOBILITY INFRASTRUCTURES

2.2.1. The president of the FFUE was the guest keynote speaker of 

the seminar and presented the case of Belgium. The publication of 

the proceedings is in progress.

The seminar program is attached.

< Reference
https://www.architettura.uniroma1.it/archivionotizie/international-seminar-mobility-infrastructures
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3. ENVIRONMENT (ENERGY/RESOURCES/QUALITY OF LIFE)

3.1. SUSTAINABLE URBANISM EXHIBITION “URBAINABLE-STADHALTIG –
POSITIONS ON THE EUROPEAN CITY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY”

3.1.1. Publication of the catalog

The book containing a collection of essays and contributions by members of the German Academy of 

Arts (Akademie der Künste), Berlin, Building Art section (Baukunst), is on sale from the publisher, in 

English and German .

^ Catalog and exhibition references in Berlin >

https://architangle.com/book/urbanable
https://www.adk.de/en/projects/2020/urbana
ble/exhibition.htm
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3.1.2. Contribution of the FFUE

The 12 panels constituting the contribution of the FFUE to the exhibition are part of 

special issue 19 of the journal Lieux-dits, published by the LOCI Faculty of UCLouvain. 

The document can be freely downloaded from the link below.

< ^ References: (1) link to the exhibition and (2) the 12 panels of the FFUE
https://www.adk.de/en/projects/2020/urbanable/exhibition.htm
https://www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/ADK_Stadthaltig_Ausstellung_200814-compressed-and-cover-2.pdf
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3.2. INTERNATIONAL COLLOQUIUM DANUBE UNIVERSITAT KREMS (DUK) "SYMBOLIC VALUE OF INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE" (1/7/2022)

3.2.1. Objective of the colloquium

The symposium was initiated by the "Industrial and Engineering Heritage Committee" (IEHC), founded and chaired by the president of the FFUE, 

Pierre Laconte. Its aim was to broaden the contribution of industrial heritage to the urban and rural environment from the shipyards of Gdansk to 

historic fish ponds, rich in symbolic and historical elements.

3.2.2. The proceedings will be published by Danube University Publishing House under the aegis of the IEHC Committee.
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^ Program Reference
https://www.donau-uni.ac.at/dam/jcr:26272ae1-c8e5-4a83-8169-ae9c6b59f1e7/iehc%20conf%202022%20programm.pdf
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^ Program Reference
https://www.donau-uni.ac.at/dam/jcr:26272ae1-c8e5-4a83-8169-ae9c6b59f1e7/iehc%20conf%202022%20programm.pdf
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^ Program Reference
https://www.donau-uni.ac.at/dam/jcr:26272ae1-c8e5-4a83-8169-ae9c6b59f1e7/iehc%20conf%202022%20programm.pdf
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^ Program Reference
https://www.donau-uni.ac.at/dam/jcr:26272ae1-c8e5-4a83-8169-ae9c6b59f1e7/iehc%20conf%202022%20programm.pdf
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^ Program Reference
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^ Program Reference
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^ Document Reference
www.ffue.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/FFUE-project-
book-2022-6pages.pdf

3.3.2. Draft document presenting the work, in 6 pages

The list of abstracts is being finalized in 30 pages.

^ Tivoli GreenCity CityDev district, Brussels. Example 1.

< Antwerp Central Station, Belgium. (c) Creative Commons Wiki, 
Jean Housen, 2011. Example 2.
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Reference of the FFUE newsletters
https://www.ffue.org/links/archives-des-newsletters-depuis-012015/

Selection 2022 < 17/06/2022 (NAT) - "Low-
tech Town vs Smart City" -
Which approach for the 
urban development and the 
general wellbeing? - ARIB 
28/6 18h

> 07/06/2022 (NAT-INT) - Club of 
Rome "The limits to growth" -
What has the EU learned and 

where do we go from here? Prof. 
Dennis Meadows 14/6/22

^ 11/01/2022 (NAT) - "The 'Métro 
Nord' project weighs on Brussels 
finances (carte blanche)", Le Vif, 
15/12/2021

4. CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES PROMOTED, IN COLLABORATION WITH THE FFUE - NEWSLETTER

(2,450 NAT and 750 INT addresses)

^ 12/09/2022 (NAT-INT) - "ISOCARP 
Congress: From rich cities to healthy 
cities", 3 > 6/10/2022, Brussels
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Reference of the FFUE newsletters
https://www.ffue.org/links/archives-des-newsletters-depuis-012015/

< 24/09/2021 (NAT-INT) -
"Close to you – Social 
Distancing. How to reconnect 
people in cities?" -
Conférence 20/10 et Forum 
27/10

^ 01/09/2021 (NAT-INT) - "15-
16/9/21 > Celebrating Welwyn 
Garden City at 100: learning from 
the past, transforming the present, 
re-imagining the future"

^ 24/08/2021 (NAT-INT) -
"6/9/21 : "Villeneuve d'Ascq : 
une ville (toujours) nouvelle 
?" (Villeneuve d'Ascq : (still) a 
newtown?) , academic
opening's seminar, Université 
de Lille

^ 06/07/2021 (NAT-
INT) - "University of 
natural resources 
and life sciences 
(Boku)" > 7-
10/09/2021 > Vienna

^ 26/06/2021 (NAT) -
"Les hubs ferroviaires 
multimodaux de 
demain : le cas de la 
Gare du Nord à 
Bruxelles" 
(Mutimodal railway 
hubs of tomorrow: 
the case of Brussels-
North), Zoom 
meeting on 1/7/21 -
19h

Selection 2021
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